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Welcome to St Paul’s Knightsbridge, part of the 
Diocese of London and a church of the worldwide 
Anglican Communion.  If you are visiting us from 
another church, please make yourself known to the 
sidesmen or to one of the clergy after the service. 
Members of all Christian churches are welcome to 
share with us in this Eucharist – and those who do 
not wish to receive the Sacrament are invited to 
approach the altar at the time of Communion, to 
receive a blessing.  
 
 
 There is a loop system in the lower parts of 

the church for the benefit of the hearing-
impaired. Hearing aid users should switch 

their devices to ‘T’. 
 
  

During the service a collection 
will be taken for the work of the 
church in this parish, throughout 

the Diocese of London and further afield. Please use 
the special envelopes at the end of each pew to 
maximise your giving through the ‘Giftaid’ scheme. 
 
 

Members of the congregation 
are asked to ensure that mobile 
phones are switched off (or to 
silent) and are reminded that 
the taking of photographs or 

the making of audio or video recordings during 
services is prohibited. 

 
 

Cover image 
The Lost Sheep 

John Everett Millais (1829-96) 
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O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E  
 

The Introductory Rite 

 
 
At 11 a.m. a bell is rung. The Servers and Sacred Ministers enter and process to 
cense the High Altar before returning to the platform. All stand to sing: 

 
 

T H E  E N T R A N C E  H Y M N  ( 4 7 5 )  
 

Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God's right hand, 
or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord's command, 
assist our song, 
for else the theme 
too high doth seem 
for mortal tongue. 
 
Ye blessèd souls at rest, 
who ran this earthly race 
and now, from sin released, 
behold your Saviour's face, 
God’s praises sound, 
as in his sight 
with sweet delight 
ye do abound. 
 
Ye saints, who toil below, 
adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 
some joyful anthem sing; 
take what he gives 
and praise him still,  
through good or ill, 
who ever lives! 

 
cont. 
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My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above: 
and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love! 
Let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate'er he send, 
be filled with praise! 

 
Words: Richard Baxter (1651-91) 

Music: Darwall’s 148th, John Darwall (1731-89)  

 
 
 

T H E  G R E E T I N G  
 

When all are in their places the Celebrant says: 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
 
 
 

T H E  P R A Y E R  O F  P R E P A R A T I O N  
 
Almighty God,  
unto whom all hearts be open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy name;  
through Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
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T H E  P R A Y E R S  O F  P E N I T E N C E  

The Deacon says: 

God so loved the world  
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  
to save us from our sins,  
to be our advocate in heaven,  
and to bring us to eternal life.  
       
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,  
firmly resolved to keep God's commandments  
and to live in love and peace with all.  
        
All kneel.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee  
and against our neighbour,  
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are heartily sorry  
and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past,  
and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life  
to the glory of thy name.  
Amen. 

The Celebrant says: 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  
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The choir sings: 

Kyrie eleison, 
Christe eleison, 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 
 
After the intonation of Gloria in excelsis Deo, all sit. 

 
 

G L O R I A  I N  E X C E L S I S  D E O  

 
The choir sings: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. Gratias 
agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens, Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. Domine 
Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad 
dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus 
Dominus. Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria 
Dei Patris. Amen. 
 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for 
thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly king, God, the Father almighty. O Lord, 
the only-begotten son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the 
Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art the most high, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 

Mass in g – Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
All stand when the sacred ministers stand.  
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T H E  C O L L E C T  
 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer: 

Let us pray. 
 
Thereafter, he sings: 

O Lord, 
 we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers 
       of thy people which call upon thee; 
 and grant that they may both perceive and know 
       what things they ought to do, 
 and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same; 
 through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

T H E  F I R S T  R E A D I N G  

The book of the Exodus 32: 7-14 

A reading from the book of the Exodus. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt!’ The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.” But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O 
Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them 
from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your 
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, 
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Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, 
saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.’“ And the Lord changed his mind about the 
disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

  

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
T H E  P S A L M O D Y  

Psalm 51: 1-11 

The Choir sings: 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness : 
 according to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine offences. 
 
Wash me throughly from my wickedness : 
 and cleanse me from my sin.  
 
For I acknowledge my faults : 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
 
Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : 
 that thou mightest be justified in thy saying, and clear when thou art 
judged.  
 
Behold, I was shapen in wickedness : 
 and in sin hath my mother conceived me. 
 
But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts : 
 and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly.  
 
Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : 
 thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness :  
 that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
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Turn thy face from my sins : 
 and put out all my misdeeds. 
 
Make me a clean heart, O God : 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Cast me not away from thy presence : 
 and take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
 
 
 

T H E  S E C O N D  R E A D I N G  

The first letter of Paul to Timothy 1: 12-17 

A reading from Paul’s first letter to Timothy. 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because 
he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I 
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace 
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for 
that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those 
who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
 
 
 

  



10 

T H E  G R A D U A L  H Y M N  ( 4 6 7 )  
 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ. 
 
O magnify the Lord with me, 
with me exalt his name; 
when in distress to him I called, 
he to my rescue came. 
 
Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight; 
your wants shall be his care. 
 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
the God whom we adore, 
be glory, as it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore.  
Amen 

 
Words: Tate and Brady New Version 1696 

Music: Wiltshire, George Smart (1776-1867)  

 
 
 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

The Cantor sings: 
 

 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The word of the Lord endures for ever.  
The word of the Lord is the good news announced to you. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
All turn to face the Deacon. 
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T H E  G O S P E L  R E A D I N G  

Luke 15: 1-10 

The Deacon says: 

The Lord be with you      
And with thy spirit. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This 
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’  

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he 
lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for 
I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous people who need no repentance.  

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, 
saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 
 
 

T H E  S E R M O N  

The Reverend Prebendary Nick Mercer 
Vicar General to the London College of Bishops 

and Honorary Assistant Priest 

Silence is kept. 
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T H E  C R E E D  

All stand with the Celebrant, who says:  

Let us make affirmation of our faith.  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  
of the Virgin Mary,  and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Silence is kept.   
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T H E  P R A Y E R S  O F  I N T E R C E S S I O N  
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the 
Father. 
 
All kneel. Either of the following responses may be used: 

Lord in thy mercy   or Lord, hear us   
hear our prayer   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For the departed, these words may be used: 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
 
At the end, a brief period of silence is kept for personal prayer. All say: 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
All sit. 
 

T H E  N O T I C E S  
 
All stand. 

 
T H E  P E A C E  

The Celebrant says: 

We are the body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body. Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our 
common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and with thy spirit. 
 
The Deacon says:  

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

All exchange a sign of peace with those standing close by.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

T H E  O F F E R T O R Y  
 
The gifts of the people are carried to the altar and presented. A collection is taken 
to support our work, ministry and charitable giving. Please use the Gift Aid 
envelopes provided, remembering to fill in all the details. The altar is prepared 
and the gifts of bread and wine, the altar, and the sanctuary party are censed. 

 
T H E  C O L L E C T I O N  H Y M N  ( 408 i)  

 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Tune: ‘Blaenwern’, William Rowlands (1860-1937)  
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T H E  O F F E R T O R Y  A N T H E M  
 

Verleih uns frieden 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

 
Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 
 
In these our days so perilous, 
Lord, peace in mercy send us; 
No God but thee can fight for us, 
No God but thee defend us; 
Thou our only God and Saviour. 

 
 
 
When the Thurifer approaches, all stand to be censed. 
After being censed, all remain standing for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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T H E  E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

 
The Celebrant sings: All respond: 

 
It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee,  
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord.  
For he is thy living Word;  
through him thou hast created all things from the beginning,  
and fashioned us in thine own image.  
Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman,  
to die upon the cross, and to rise again for us.  
Through him thou hast made us a people for thine own possession,  
exalting him to thy right hand on high,  
and sending forth through him thy holy and life-giving Spirit. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee 
and saying:  
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua, Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass in g – Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
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The prayer continues: 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of thy Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us his body and his blood;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of his kingdom  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ, thy Son, our Lord.  

The celebrant sings: 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of thy divine majesty,  
renew us by thy Holy Spirit, inspire us with thy love,  
and unite us in the body of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be unto thee,  
O Father almighty, world without end.  Amen. 
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T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

All kneel. The Celebrant sings: 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

 
 

T H E  F R A C T I O N  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

T H E  G I V I N G  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N  

By way of invitation to receive the Sacrament the Celebrant says: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Sacred Ministers and Servers receive the Holy Communion, followed by the 
people, beginning with those seated at the front of the Nave.  
All who normally do so in their own Church are invited to receive the Sacrament. 
Those who do not wish to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion are invited 
to approach the altar to receive a blessing, carrying this booklet in their hands as 
an indication to the Priest.  
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A G N U S  D E I  
 
The choir sings: 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us peace.  

 

Mass in g – Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
 
 

C O M M U N I O N  A N T H E M  
 

Beati quorum via 
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
Beati quorum via integra est, 
qui ambulant in lege Domini. 
 
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 
who walk in the law of the Lord. 

 
Words from Psalm 119 

 
P R A Y E R S  A F T E R  C O M M U N I O N  

 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 
All kneel. 
 
Almighty God, 
 who hast taught us through thy Son 
 that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
 grant that we may love thee with our whole heart 
 and our neighbours as ourselves; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God,  
we thank thee for feeding us  
with the body and blood of thy Son, Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer thee our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of thy Spirit 
to live and work to thy praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
All sit.  
 
 

 
T H E  C O N C L U D I N G  H Y M N  ( 4 2 7 )  

O praise ye the Lord!  
Praise him in the height; 
rejoice in his word,  
ye angels of light; 
ye heavens, adore him  
by whom ye were made, 
and worship before him,  
in brightness arrayed. 
 
O praise ye the Lord!  
Praise him upon earth, 
in tuneful accord,  
ye sons of new birth; 
praise him who hath brought you  
his grace from above, 
praise him who hath taught you  
to sing of his love. 
 
O praise ye the Lord!  
All things that give sound; 
each jubilant chord  
reecho around; 
loud organs, his glory  
forth tell in deep tone, 
and sweet harp, the story  
of what he hath done.   
                cont.     
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O praise ye the Lord!  
Thanksgiving and song 
to him be outpoured  
all ages along! 
For love in creation,  
for heaven restored, 
for grace of salvation,  
O praise ye the Lord!  
Amen. Amen. 

 

Words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) 
Music: ‘Laudate Dominum’, C. H. H. Parry (1848-1918) 

 All remain standing. 
 

The Concluding Rite 

 
T H E  B L E S S I N G  &  T H E  D I S M I S S A L  

The Celebrant says: 

The Lord be with you 
and with thy spirit. 
 
May the Father from whom every family  
in earth and heaven receives its name  
strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,  
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
All remain standing as the Servers and Sacred Ministers depart. 
 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

played by Jeremy Cole 
 

Allegro assai vivace, from Sonata no. 1 in F, op. 65 
 

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809 – 1847) 
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NOTES ON THE READINGS 

 
Exodus 32: 7-14 

Exodus is the second book of the Old Testament, and is part of the 
Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. Jews refer to these books as 
"The Torah". At times, they are referred to as "The Law", although "Torah" 
means teaching. Exodus centres on the rescue of God's chosen people 
from captivity in Egypt and the making of the great covenant, or 
agreement with God, at Mount Sinai.  

There are a number of intriguing aspects to this morning’s passage:  1. 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, and later high priest is involved; 2. the 
relationship of the Golden Calf to the Exodus; 3. the fact that Jeroboam I 
used this iconography at his break-away sanctuaries at Bethel and Dan.  
Some scholars speculate that there might once have been a more positive 
story about Aaron's creation of this calf.  In any case, the present pericope 
is coloured by the polemic against the cultic system of Jeroboam I.  In the 
lesson for this week itself, Yahweh commands Moses to return to the 
camp and to the Israelites who have been acting perversely.  Yahweh also 
quotes the Exodus confession which the people had used about the calf (v 
8).  In v 7 Yahweh acts as if the Exodus were the idea of Moses:  the 
people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt.  In v 10 Yahweh 
threatens to destroy the nation and make of Moses a new nation.  Verses 
11-13 recount a beautiful intercessory prayer of Moses.  He reminds 
Yahweh of the paradoxical tension between divine wrath and divine 
grace.  Yahweh brought out from Egypt the people whom he now wants 
to punish.   He appeals to God's own reputation.  Why should he allow 
Egypt the opportunity to slur Yahweh by claiming that Yahweh only 
brought them out in order to punish them.  He prays for Yahweh to 
change his mind!  In v 13 Moses reminds Yahweh of the promises of 
descendants and land he had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.   As a 
result, Yahweh did change his mind and did not carry out the judgment 
he had contemplated.  

 
1 Timothy 1: 12-17 

1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus are known as the Pastoral Epistles because 
the author addresses the needs and responsibilities of the leaders of 
Christian communities. The styles and themes of these letters are so 
similar that many think they were written by the same person. Although 
they claim to be written by Paul, the structure of the church they show 
and the specific content of their teaching indicate that they were written a 
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generation or so after Paul. 1 Timothy begins by emphasizing the 
importance of correct belief and by cautioning against false teachers. The 
leaders are mentioned as bishops, deacons and elders. The term used here 
for the coming of Christ is not found in Paul's letters but is common in 
pagan Greek writings. In those days, a writer sometimes honoured an 
earlier leader by writing in his name.  

The author has warned against false teachers (“teachers of the law”, v. 7) 
who indulge in elaborations on, and deviations from, the faith (in the 
sense of the facts of Christianity) rather than living the kind of life these 
truths demand. “Love” (v. 5) should be the basis for Christian conduct – 
through personal integrity, “a good conscience” and “sincere faith”. 
Mosaic “law is good” (v. 8) but those who have “understanding” (v. 9), 
who lead Christ-like lives, have no need of it. Now, in vv. 12-17, the 
author speaks as Paul. God has given his free gift of love to Paul, even 
though he previously distorted God’s message (“blasphemer”, v. 13) and 
persecuted Christians. God showed him mercy because he did not know 
Christ, “had acted ignorantly in unbelief”. The doctrine that “Christ ... 
came into the world to save sinners” (v. 15) is found in the gospels; it is 
worthy of belief (“sure”). Paul is the greatest of sinners (“foremost”) for 
his pre-conversion activities, but God pardoned even him. (God did seek 
out Paul.) As such, he is a prime “example” (v. 16) for all who come to 
believe, who are converted. As “King of the [earthly] ages” (v. 17) and yet 
“immortal, invisible”, God is transcendent. 
 

Luke 14: 25-33 

Three gospels in the New Testament offer similar portraits of the life of 
Jesus; Luke is the third of them. Its author, traditionally Luke the 
physician who accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys, 
draws on three sources: Mark (via Matthew), a collection of sayings 
(known as Q for Quelle, German for source) and his own source. It is a 
gospel that emphasizes God's love for the poor, the disadvantaged, 
minorities, outcasts, sinners and lepers. Women play a more prominent 
part than in the other gospels. Luke never uses Semitic words; this is one 
argument for thinking that he wrote primarily for Gentiles. 

 Jesus is keeping company with “tax collectors and sinners”, people 
avoided and despised by apparently godly people like “the Pharisees and 
the scribes” (v. 2). Their observation (v. 2) begs the question: are any 
beyond God’s mercy? Tax collectors were known for their unethical 
behaviour. The Roman authorities contracted out collection of taxes; how 
a tax collector got the money was up to him. Usury, fraud and excessive 
profits were common. Tax collectors worked for tax farmers, who were 
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usually foreigners. As such, they were ritually unclean. Now Jesus 
defends associating with these people, using parables. Our reading 
includes two: vv. 4-6 and 8-9. Jesus asks if you had many and lost one, 
wouldn’t you search until you found it? expecting the answer of course I 
would! He explains the parables in v. 7 and v. 10: God is 
shepherd/housewife; the lost sheep/coin are people who repent, who turn 
to God. God willingly accepts them; in fact, he rejoices, as does the 
community (“friends and neighbours”, vv. 6, 9)! Neither the sheep nor the 
coin can find their owner; God cares about those unable to find him; he 
seeks them. But, as so often in a parable, there are twists to them which 
helps people remember them: what shepherd would leave his flock “in 
the wilderness” (v. 4)? The Pharisees would find God symbolized by a 
woman as outrageous and first-century shepherds were considered 
lawless and dishonest. (The coin, v. 8 was a drachmas, a day’s wage.) 
Would a shepherd really care about one sheep out of 100? God is like 
that. 
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NOTES ON THE MUSIC 

 

Mass in G – Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) 

Studying at Charterhouse and then at the Royal College of Music, Ralph 

Vaughan Williams became famous for his symphonies, chamber music, 

opera, choral music, film scores and for editing the English Hymnal 

which he started in 1904. In the late nineteenth century, England had been 

dominated by the German-influenced composers such as Parry, Stanford 

and Elgar. It was only really with Vaughan Williams that music began to 

speak with a fundamentally different, typically English voice. Thus it 

could be argued that Vaughan Williams’ Mass in G minor of 1922 

(dedicated to Gustav Holst) was the first considerable unaccompanied 

setting to be written with a distinctly English voice since the time of 

William Byrd in the sixteenth century. The mass seems to look back to a 

long-forgotten World, coloured by Vaughan Williams’ love of rich 

harmonies and made dramatic by the association of supple Gregorian-like 

lines, with intense choral antiphony. It is in the Gloria that Vaughan 

Williams unleashes the full harmonic and antiphonal potential of the 

double choruses; choruses launch into jubilant, fanfare-like torrents of 

praise. The Sanctus and Benedictus in contrast are brief and effective, and 

the dark, even despondent Agnus Dei brings the Mass to a close. 

 

 

Verleih’ uns Frieden – Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809 – 1847) 

During the months between May 1830 and October 1831 Mendelssohn 

undertook a gruelling tour including travelling through Munich, 

Salzburg, Vienna, Venice, Rome, Pompeii and Milan. By far the longest 

stay was in Rome (for five months) and it was there that he composed this 

prayer for peace, dated 10th February 1831. Verleih’ uns Frieden was 

composed during the composer’s first flush of public success – including 

the undisputed masterpieces such as the String Octet and the Overture to 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream. This magical motet, originally scored for two 

flutes, two clarinets, two bassoons, strings and organ, is a continuous, 

three-verse setting in four parts. The floated introduction leads directly 

into the gently meditative first verse set for basses alone. Only the last 

verse employs the full forces available, and does so with a healthy 

warmth of expression that leaves one in no doubt that ultimate peace 

cannot be too distant. 
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Beati quorum via – Charles Villiers Stanford (1852 – 1924) 

Born to a well-off and highly musical family in Dublin, Stanford went to 

Cambridge University before studying music in Leipzig and Berlin. While 

still an undergraduate, he was appointed organist of Trinity College, 

Cambridge, and in 1882 aged twenty-nine, he was one of the founding 

professors at the Royal College of Music. As a teacher, Stanford was 

sceptical about modernism, and based his instruction chiefly on classical 

principals as demonstrated in the music of Brahms. Among his pupils 

were Gustav Holst and Ralph Vaughan Williams. Stanford composed a 

substantial number of concert works, including seven symphonies, but 

his best-remembered pieces are his choral works for church performance. 

Of all Stanford’s anthems and motets, the ‘Three Motets’ op. 38 are the 

most well-known, and they were written as anthems to be sung in the 

Hall of Trinity College on feast days. For the small amount of text used 

for Beati quorum via (Psalm 119:1), Stanford makes fertile use of sonata 

principles (Exposition, Development, Recapitulation); not least in the 

exquisitely understated recapitulation where the original alternation of 

upper and lower voices is transformed into a richer, polyphonic texture. 

 

 

Allegro assai vivace, from Sonata no. 1 in F, op. 65 – Felix Mendelssohn 

Bartholdy (1809 – 1847) 

Mendelssohn’s six organ sonatas were published in 1845 and were 

commissioned by the English publishers ‘Coventry and Hollier’ in 1844, 

following hugely popular organ recitals by Mendelssohn in Birmingham 

Town Hall and elsewhere. They served as a way of documenting 

Mendelssoh’s style of playing and particularly his famous improvisations 

which featured in most recitals. The six sonatas incorporate many ways of 

writing, including fugal writing, song-like slow movements (which bring 

to mind the ‘Songs without words’), Chorale settings, and variations. 

Each sonata, apart from one, is based on a chorale motive. Sonata no. 1 in 

F minor takes the melody ‘Was mein Gott will, das gescheh’ allzeit’ as the 

basis for the chordal progression for the entire work’s harmonic structure. 

The fourth and final movement, Allegro assai vivace, consists of a rolling, 

arpeggio-rich structure, ending this sonata in F major. 
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